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NEXT: SSqN/AIAIU/--0 ANOTHER MEMBER OF THE SQUAD DIES.../ 
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Funny how the Suicide Squad puts 
in a surprise guest appearance at the 
end of their own book, you know? 

1 bet you were all wondering, “isn't 
this book called SUICIDE SQUAD for 
a reason? Like, where the heck are 
hey, man?” Weil, they're all on page 
2, of course! And next issue, too 


Dear Dan, 

After reading SUICIDE SQUAD 
#53-57, I have to say I'm hooked! I've 
kept my eye on this title since 
Legends, but I never considered pick- 
ing it up until now. 

What I enjoyed most in these issues 
was the in-depth characterization and 
how John and Kim were constantly 
switching scenes to the various opera- 
tives and their predicaments. 

In regard to Squad members wear- 
ing costumes, I feel that some should 
wear them while others should not. I'm 
a big fan of the new LEGION OF 
SUPER-HEROES and their non-cos- 
tumed approach, but J don't think that 
you guys have to go all-or-nothing with 
costumes when it comes to the Squad. 

Take Deadshot and Manhunter, for 
example. Both characters had great 
costumes, but recent events in their 
lives no longer required their use. This 
will Cae make them more interesting. 
in the run as they continue to 
develop ‘although if you do decide to 
stick with the costumes, bring back 
Manhunter's since it’s one of my 
favorites. 

Treally like the way barbara Gordon 
is being portrayed. While losing the 
use of her legs, she utilizes her most 
important quality, her intelligence, to 
show how she is atill an important 
part of the DC Universe, 1 loved the 
scene where Vertigo asked her who 
was in charge since Waller was in the 
hospital. After taking a moment to 
take off her | gain her com- 
posure, Bat assertively declares 
herself as leader, Hmmm. Could this 
be a bit of foreshadowing, especially 
now with Amanda recuperating? 

I'd also like to address the subject of 
the new Atom. At first I was furious to 
find out that the Silver Age forefather 
was being unnecessarily killed and 
replaced. I'm now convinced that Ray 
Palmer is indeed alive and I aiso find 
myself starting to like Adam Cray. I've 
always though that the Atom would 
be perfect for the Squad, and now 
Cray is helping the team in all the 
that Ray Palmer could. 

‘m looking forward to the upcoming 
storyline where Batman, Superman 
and Aquaman go looking for some 
anawers concerning Ray Palmer. It's 
about time someone at DC atarted rec- 


ognizing the ties the originals should 
still share, and f'm not surprised that 
it took John and Kim to do it. 

As far as the next issue goes, I'm 
interested in how Black Adam will be 
incorporated into the story. I've been 

ga long time for him and 
in Marvel to get back into the 
DC Universe. 1 hope this time it’s for 
rood. 
Well, you guys have got yourselves a 
new regular reader. I'm expecting good 
things from you all. With John and 
Kim supplying the writing and Geof 
and Rob providing some great art 
(sorry, you two, I had meant to heap 
you with praise, but 1 forgot), I'm sure 
you'll have no trouble keeping me. 
Hasta, 
Ronnie B. 
Austin, TX 


Ronnie, Ronnie, Ronnie. Why'd you 
wait so long to start buying us. buddy? 
You only missed about FIVE YEARS of 
awesome stories, characters, and art! 

I shouldn't complain. At least you're 
aboard for “Legerdemain,” which 1 
think is one of this series’ best story 
arcs. What do you think of it so far? 


Dear Squad Scribes, 

You did a fine job on 

climax to the “Dray 

'y only complaint is t 
destroyed the, guns too 
that's a bit of nitpicking on my part, 
and I'll end it right there, 

‘The action sequences in this issuc 
wore tremendous, coming at an un 
relesting 93 and overwhelming the 
senses. I hated to ace Steel Wolf go, 
but you left him in stylish fashi 
in the Vietnam jungles, I'm 
will return (along with the other 
Red Shadows). One return that was 
totally unexpected was that of the 
Enchantress. I really appreciate these 
little twists and turns John and Kim 
include in the stories. 

The art was fine and I hope Geof 
and Robert will stay on t itle for 
the foreseeable future. Incidentally, 
Mr. Raspler, I was surprised by page 
21—you had me going there for a 
moment. Now I suppose we will see 
Barbara Gordon thrust into the role of 
Squad leader, which is fine by me. I 
look forward to the “War of the Gods” 
story. Take care. 

ncerely. 


Scott R. Pyle 
502 Giffin Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15210 


L agree that the Hoard itself was 
trashed a little too quickly, Scott, so 
don't think that you're alone in your 
nit-picking. And sorry that Barbara 
didn't get to run the show for the time 
being. But SUICIDE SQUAD #58 wax 
a crossover issue, and Amanda just 
couldn't stay in bed! 


Dear Dan, 

The concluding chapter of “The 
Dragon's Hoard” was a great improve- 
ment on what has gone before. For one 
thing, there was much more wit from 
Boomerbutt and Deadshot (who is fast 
becoming as funny as his Australian 
colleague). Also, on the subject of 
Lawton, I think I can finally say that 
I'm glad he dropped the costume. if 
only because it allows us to see his 
facial expressions much more. 1 was 
slightly disappointed that Gort didn’t 
find out about Lawton’s gun malfunc- 
tioning — maybe next time they meet, 
Lawton can taunt him with it. 

Did Ben kill Catseye? I'm not sure I 
like this new Bronze Tiger. He's too 
near the edge... time to go boom? The 
appearance of the Enchantress was a 
pleasant surprise — perhaps she 
just so mad at seeing what had heen 
done to Eve's costume on the cover 
this month. 

Back to Lawton, and I can't say just 
how much better he is these days! Not 
only is his sarcastic attitude (“guess I'd 
better shoot everybody just to be safe") 
much more preferable to the old strong 
silent Deadshot, he also now seems a 
lot more sane. He really took charge 
toward the end of this mission and 
saved the day. Boomerang, too, proved 
his usefulness this month, particularly 
with his manipulation of Cliff 
Carmichael. And the split-second tim- 
ing that prevented Carmichael from 
frying Digger's brain also made me 
laugh—lohn writes good camedy. 

All in all, a very enjoyable conclu- 
sion—this book is back on top. But the 
trick with the wrong doctor was a real- 
ly cheap shot, guys...especially if you 
Head the letters page first (oops). As 
Digger would say. “Choom off!” 

Rock and Roll, 


Rol Hirst 
‘Long Address) 
England 


Hey, Rol! When are you going to stop 
reading the letter column before the 
story? Serves you right, man, Don't 
read the comments before the comic 
itself, If you do, more surprises'll just 
et blown for you. 1 promise. 


teeny 


Dear Dan, 

Well, the d” ended 
like a typical SQUAD multi- 
parter. It had a better conclusion than 
most’ multiple issue tales in other 
comies, and part of the story was left 
open-ended. It worked for me. 

Since the story did work for me, and 
I did enjoy reading every tiny bit of it, 
Ihave got to address comments made 
by the so-called Dr. Dis. I'm surprised 
you didn't see right through this guy. 
Dan. He's as transparent as Reynolds 
Wrap, and as sincere as Tricky Dick. 
Even though it isn’t needed, 1 will 
state my opinion. Senseless violence 
should be:Jeft.on the streets of L.A. 
1 want “espionage crap” for the 
Suicide Squad...John and Kim do a 
great job, so what needs to be 
changed? We have plenty of guest 
stars, neat new heroes and villains, 
and unparalleled character develop: 
ment. This Dr. Dis has invoked my 
wrath for writing a hypocritical letter 
just to try to invoke someone's wrath, 
1am on to you, Doctor—and if you 
intend to-rock the boat, you must als 
expect to fall out of it. Case closed 

An: Dan, when will we get to 


” Sir Jon John 
64 Indian Hill Avenue 
Portland, CT 06480 


For those of you who missed the 
opening salvo, l rewriter Dr. Dis 
suggested increased violence and 
death in SUICIDE SQUAD at the 
expense of convoluted storylines, Well 
Doc? Any responses to what gets said 
in this issue? 

And about the notorious Mrs 
Gradenko? No immediate, etc. 


Dan and Cu 

‘Much as it troubles me to differ with 
Dr. Dis’s position, SUICIDE SQUAD 
#57 was an excellent culmination of a 
gripping espionage scenario. Exploding 
temples, poison claw touches, off-panc! 
Boomerang torture; how much mind. 
less violence do you want? 

I think the Doetor’s trouble is that he 
equates lack of death with lack of dan- 
ger. In The A-Team TV show, thousands 
of rounds go off and no one is hit. If BA 
is shot, he just walks funny for the rest 
of the episode. Many Squadders have 
died. (See issue #50.) Dendshot, Verti 
Vixen, and Nightshade all have been 
injured and out for many issues from a 
single bullet or shiruken. The Squad no 
longer pulls from an infinite reserve of 
Belle Reve inmates. The point has 
become to manipulate the odds. Not 
easy for our heroes, but the fun of the 
is to see them use their brains. 


Comics with this clever 
crap” are few and far hetws 
SUICIDE SQUAD for clonk and dag- 
ger violence, not pure bloodshed. On 
the other hand, Carmichael 
been hurt, and fatal mindless violence 
might improve him (hint, hint). 

On to other things. You had me with 
Amanda's death, but I was actually 
excited by the idea. Amanda croaks, 
and the Suicide Squad continucs 


under the leadership of...Barbara 
Gordon? She's just not the type right 
now, and it would take some nasty 
experiences to dissuade her or bring 
her to the hardboiled level necessary 
to survive. It would be interesting to 
sce, although probably fatal for a few 
of my favorites. 

Speaking of which, thanks for Cray’s 
undereonfidence. It gives him that “all- 
too-human” quality that makes me 
root for him. Loved secing Shaw and 
hope he sticks around. The off-stage 
bit with Harkness and Carmichael was 
great, but get rid of Carmichael, He is 
vaguely useful, but more of a danger 
than an aid, Along the “get rid of” line: 
GET RID OF ENCHANTRESS! She is 
vain, boastful, but worst of all, boring 
‘1 was expecting her). not & 
threat, she's a load of hot air. Exorcise 
her, eh? 

‘Thanks again for the “espionage 
crap.” 


dohn Ward 
(Address witheld) 


nd thanks for taking the time to 
writ 


Dear Creators, 

Issue #57 of the SQUAD was a per- 
fect ending to the “Dragon's Hoard” 
saga. The fight. seenes were especiall 
well-paced, and make the book parti 
exciting to read. The artwork is 


- really shaping up nicely as Isherwood 


nd Campanella’s styles begin to 
similate with each other. Overall, 
this issue was top-notch. 


‘As for Dr. Dis’s comments, I have to 
say that I disagree with the idea that a 
member of the Squad should die each 
mission. This formula would take away 
a lot of excitement from the book, as all 
the readers would expect a death and 
probably guess as to the identity of the 
unlucky one. I'm not against members 
dying, I just don't think it should hap- 
pen too often. Death should be some: 
thing unpredictable and unexpected 0 
as to increase its effectiveness. As for 
violence vs. espionage, I think the 
Squad benefits from a healthy blend of 
both. No issue should have one without 
the other. 

Thanks. 


Danny Budge 

726 Prevost. St-Bruno 
Quebec, J3V-3E 
CANADA 


or writing, Danny. 


The Next Issue Box with a 
Knowing Smirk: SUICIDE SQUAD | 
#61: Amanda. Bronze Tiger. | 
Deadshot. Captain Boomerang. | 
Count Vertigo. Nightshade. 
Nemesis. Oracle. The Thinker, | 

Golem, Judith. Ramban. Dybbuk. 
Colonel Hacohen, 


“Agni. The Bedb. Piscator. And ox- | 
President Marlon 

opera, Beings: Agama, | 

icro-I cia | 
ieee | 

And the Atom. 

‘Thirty days. Reserve two copies— 
‘one to save, and one to reread 
twenty times. ae ea 

ieee: | 


